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Dear Bedford Borough resident,

It has been a pleasure to serve as your Mayor for the last 9 years.

You may think that there is nothing left to do however, I feel that my work is only just beginning. The previous
years have been difficult. We have seen a massive reduction in central government funding and government-driven
threats to our local hospital and our rail services.

However, we have successfully protected key frontline council services in these difficult times. We have delivered
many things for the residents of Bedford Borough:

■ A brand new bus station
■ The final section of Bedford’s western bypass
■ Replaced all our temporary classrooms with permanent buildings
■ Provided the new Riverside Bedford development
■ Re-introduced a town centre cinema
■ Regenerated our town centre car parks
■ Protected rural bus services
■ Introduced average speed cameras
■ Introduced 2 hours free parking on Saturdays and all-day Sunday free parking, and
■ Provided new jobs with major manufacturers, supermarket chains and leisure companies coming to the area.

Most importantly, we protected the most vulnerable residents in the Borough with continued and increased
spending in Adult Social Care and Children’s Services.

As your Mayor, I will always do what is best for Bedford Borough and make sure that council tax payers’ money is
well spent. We have proved that we can run the council finances responsibly while protecting frontline services, for
Instance not closing local libraries despite having to reduce budgets.

I am asking you not to put all that at risk!

The Liberal Democrat Team will work to keep protecting and supporting people, especially the most vulnerable
in our Borough.

We will Stand Up for Bedford in the face of threats of permanent train cuts, reductions to our health services and
insisting that central government provides the means to ensure that sustainable communities are built with the
necessary infrastructure and community facilities at the heart of any housing development.

We will protect our environment and make sure that Bedford Borough has a strong voice, protecting and
standing up for those services that Bedford Borough deserves. I and my team will work hard for every resident in
the Borough all year round.

The May 2019 local election is your opportunity to make Bedford Borough even better.

Best wishes
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Our Vision

Letter from Dave Hodgson



ü Protected front line services despite over £90 million budget savings at the Council

ü Increased social care spending to meet demands for older people’s social care

ü Protected spending for children’s services and looked after children, caring for the most vulnerable
children in the Borough

ü Built a brand-new bus station

ü Created the Riverside Bedford development bringing back town centre cinema to Bedford

ü Protected rural bus services – being one of the top 4 authorities for increasing bus journeys to a
rural location

ü Introduced Average Speed Cameras to reduce speeding

ü Protected your environment by reducing the Council’s carbon footprint by over 40%

ü Replaced all street lighting to more environmentally friendly units that self-report when need fixing

ü Introduced Pothole Hit Squads to tackle potholes on Bedford Borough roads

ü Replaced over 100 temporary classrooms with permanent buildings

ü Built 9 new schools since 2009

ü Provided 2 hours free car parking on Saturdays and all day free parking on a Sunday

ü Introduced new car park signs to help with traffic parking spaces in Bedford Town Centre

ü Completed the brand new western bypass making taking the A6 traffic out of the town centre

ü Created new jobs by bringing new manufacturing companies and new supermarkets to Bedford
Borough

ü Protected the most vulnerable with a 100% Council Tax reduction scheme

ü Fought against the closure of A&E, Paediatric and Maternity services at Bedford Hospital

ü Kept all Bedford Borough libraries open

ü Improved the Higgins Museum, keeping it as a valued Bedford tourist attraction

ü Continued the river festival and kite festival events

ü Saved and upgraded leisure facilities in Bedford Borough

ü Provided a proper living wage to care home staff in Bedford Borough care homes

ü Re-furbished and improved all care homes in the Borough

ü Looked after your money with the lowest percentage increase in Council Tax compared with the
surrounding areas in 2018/19
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Our Record

Bedford Borough Lib Dem Achievements



Bedford Borough Liberal Democrats have a proven record of action in Bedford
Borough since 2009. Our key themes and ideas will become our promise to you to
deliver more so that the interests of Bedford Borough residents are looked after.

We want Bedford Borough to be the best place to live, work and relax while every
resident has a stake in their own community and can participate in local decision
making.

Bedford Borough Liberal Democrats commit to giving every resident the opportunity
to succeed, to be free, open and tolerant of others and to look after the environment
we live in both now and for future generations.

Only Bedford Borough Liberal Democrats will stand up for Bedford. We can present
evidence of our record of action and we promise to deliver you more!
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Bedford Borough Liberal Democrats want to build and safeguard a fair,
free and open Bedford Borough.

Bedford Liberal Democrats want everyone in Bedford Borough to have
the opportunities to be successful.

Through educational achievement, providing jobs and looking after the
most vulnerable residents in Bedford Borough, Bedford Borough Liberal
Democrats are here to work for all residents all year round.

We commit to supporting people and protecting the services that Bedford
Borough residents value the most.

Key to Bedford Borough’s success will be looking after your environment
and standing up for the services that Bedford Borough needs - whether
that means fighting for better transport in relation to rail or road links or
better health services.

Bedford Borough Liberal Democrats are the only team that will put
Bedford Borough first, stand up for Bedford Borough and make it more
prosperous for all.
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Bedford Borough Liberal Democrats believe that local government and national
government can be delivered differently than the other parties.

We have four key themes for 2019 and beyond for Bedford Borough:

ü We will Support People

ü We will Look After Our Environment

ü We will Stand Up for Bedford Borough

ü We will Work Hard All Year Round

The Bedford Borough Liberal Democrats have a track record of achievement and
success.

We have a proven track record to show that we can manage your council’s budget in a
responsible and sensible manner while protecting the most vulnerable and keeping
frontline services.

Most importantly, we want you the voter to have a say in your community and we
believe these four key themes of Supporting People, Looking After Your Environment,
Standing Up for Bedford Borough and Working All Year Round are the right themes
for all the Borough residents.
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Our Four Key Themes

Four key reasons why Bedford Borough is better off with

Liberal Democrat Councillors and Mayor Dave Hodgson
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ü Prioritise and ensure that older and vulnerable people are cared for via social care services.

ü Protect vulnerable children and continue to make sure that those in our care have suitable
local placements and excellent life chances.

ü Deliver a modern and accessible council through the use of the latest digital technology, this
will make it easier for you to access council services and make contacting the council easier.

ü Support those who are unable to use or have difficulty using digital technology so that
everyone can still access the same quality of council services.

ü Protect the poorest by keeping a comprehensive and fair council tax reduction scheme,
meeting the needs of the most vulnerable residents in our Borough.

ü Encourage adults who are in need of support to live independently where it is possible and
to live a full and dignified life.

ü Make sure that no one needs to sleep on the streets of Bedford Borough by looking at ways
of supporting rough sleepers with local schemes, such as the opening of the complex needs
unit in St Johns.

ü Be ambitious in wanting to tackle homelessness and support vulnerable residents to find the
housing they need by opposing any reductions in statutory housing help, including
reductions in benefit levels.

ü Commit to and re-emphasise our ambition of a minimum of 30% affordable homes for all
new housing developments.

ü Provide the best educational opportunities for Bedford Borough children by keeping an
educational school improvement service and championing an education system that values
ALL subjects.

Supporting People

We want to support the residents of Bedford Borough

Therefore, we will…



ü Developing electric charging points in our borough to move towards a cleaner, greener
future for transport and clean air.

ü Working with local businesses to incentivise residents into increasing recycling rates and
reducing waste via deposit return schemes for plastic bottles and re-useable coffee cup
Incentives.

ü Investing £18.8 million in a de-congestion programme, including a major junction
improvement programme to be completed by the end of 2021.

ü Prioritising road infrastructure programmes which provide the highest quality roads and
pavements, making sure that potholes are filled in and road re-surfacing is completed.

ü Tackling speeding, introducing “20 is plenty” when requested and continue the
introduction of average speed cameras plus other suitable measures by working with
community requests.

ü Making sure that communities – urban and rural – continue to be connected with bus
services working with providers and third sector organisations to continue these services.

ü Keeping the 2 hour free parking deal introduced by the Mayor in 2014 and work with
Bedford Bid to continue our rising footfall in Bedford town centre.

ü Protecting our green spaces and open parks in Bedford Borough so that all of the
community can continue to enjoy these facilities.

ü Continuing to be tough on environmental crimes by using fines for littering and fly-tipping.
This will help us to avoid spending over £1 million pounds every year. The Council currently spends
This amount on cleaning up litter.

ü Applying an Energy Efficiency target for a reduction on carbon emissions on any new
developments for new housing.

ü Making sure that villages do not coalesce with the Bedford Town Urban Area by opposing
unsustainable large housing developments.

ü Encouraging everyone to use carbon free modes of transport such as cycling and walking
to Bedford Town Centre

ü Regenerating Bedford Town Centre, focusing on the development of brownfield sites for
housing or commercial use and making the town centre a more pleasant experience for
shoppers.
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The Environment

We will look after our environment by…



ü Allow local people to make local decisions, having the power to spend money in their own
local areas, delivering fairness by putting every area on an equal footing by creating local
parish councils for the remaining parts of Bedford.

ü Create jobs and give residents the chance to become the best that they can be with
opportunities to succeed.

ü Oppose any cut in services at Bedford Hospital and continue to campaign particularly for
A&E, maternity and paediatrics as the core of any proper services that must be protected.

ü Fight to keep both peak and off-peak intercity train services in Bedford.

ü Campaign for East West Rail to come through Bedford Station to make Bedford a rail
transport interchange so residents can interconnect for journeys north, south, east and
west of Bedford Borough.

ü Demand that national government give Fair Funding to Local Schools to meet the needs of
Bedford Borough children.

ü Press government and providers for broadband infrastructure so every business and
resident has access to broadband for personal and business use.

ü Work with third sector arts and voluntary groups to continue to build on the widest range
of cultural opportunities available for every resident.

ü Continue to hold the popular river festival every 2 years.

ü Work with other sporting and voluntary organisations to increase residents access to
sporting events and activities such as Bedford Rugby Club, Bedford Football Association,
The Tennis Association, park runs and local cricket clubs.
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Standing up for Bedford Borough

Getting the best for Bedford Borough and standing

up for the Borough, we will…



ü Be freely available by face to face, telephone, email and written methods to represent
your views, interests and concerns in your community, ward and local area.

ü Deliver a Focus community newsletter to wards with Liberal Democrat Councillors, at
no cost to the taxpayer on a regular basis throughout the year.

ü Give residents the opportunity to speak to their local campaigner and councillor
regularly at mobile advice surgeries.

ü Provide a regular email newsletter which will be sent to you, with your consent, to
keep you informed of local issues.

ü Encourage all residents to campaign on local issues, giving everyone the opportunity to
participate, support and contribute to decisions that affect them.

ü Give you the opportunity to continue to meet the Mayor at regular advice surgeries
across the borough.

ü Continue to give residents easy open access to council meetings by requiring no notice
of questions so that you can hold your Mayor and local councillors to account.

ü Continue to have a low threshold of 30 signatories on any petition to allow a local issue
to be debated at full council so that all communities can raise concerns with their local
representatives without hindrance, difficulty or obstruction.

ü Hold evening Full Council and Council Committee meetings to allow every resident the
opportunity to attend and consider standing for council.
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Working All Year Round

Bedford Borough Liberal Democrats will serve your

community and local area, we will…
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